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 Our class distinguished itself again at the April 
mini reunion,  with nearly 30 classmates, spouses 
and significant others converging on Naples, Fla. 
for a weekend of  boating, golf, fishing, fine dining. 
and overall fun.  It was a repeat of the “Turning 65” 
celebration of a year ago, with Jim and Yola Rager 
again serving as gracious hosts.
  The festivities began Friday evening with cocktails 
and a  buffet dinner at Jim and Yola’s home.  Ev-
eryone gathered by the pool for a “class” photo op,  
which captured the mood perfectly. Please see the 
photo on Page 2.  

 For some, there was golf at beautiful Pelican’s Nest in 
Bonita Springs. On Saturday, Bob Lider led a group 
around the treacherous Treviso Bay course. Others 
took a fabulous boat ride aboard the Island Dreamer 
(Jim owns it)  through Naples Bay to Marco Island 
for  lunch. Jim led fishing expeditions, where Ilene 
Greenberg, wife of Michael Maynard, distinguished 
herself with the most interesting fish catch.
Saturday featured a spendid dinner at Hamilton Har-
bor Yacht Club, captured in the above photo. Wrap-
ping up on Sunday, Julie and Tony Fitzpatrick hosted 
a hearty brunch at the Pelican’s Nest clubhouse.



President’s Letter
10 - 0

45th REUNION BOOK:  During our 
April Naples Mini Reunion, Jack Burnett 
commented how many 71s are actively 
seeking new challenges. Classmate Tom 
Wolf fought tough odds to become Gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania.  Murry Bowden 
is challenging his two sons to lead the 
Hanover Company. 
To share our class energy and wisdom, 
David Aylward, Steve Zrike and Mark 
Bellonby will spearhead the creation of 
a 45th Reunion Class Book. It will be 
mailed to 1971 classmates in March 2016.  
Soon you will be able to write your sto-
ries and post your pictures via our class 
website. Please take a moment to verify 
your email on the college site!
CLASS PROJECTS: 1971 has five projects 
underway. While Mitch Wallerstein and 
Curt Welling serve on Rocky’s Board of 
Visitors, the class additionally provided a 
scholarship to a Rocky intern. Ron Olsen 
in Washington is mentoring a DPCS 
scholar who is working with migrant 
populations. Other projects involve the 
Hood, Hopkins Center and creation of a 
2nd granite slab in Memorial Field recog-
nizing our service veterans. Please send 
us your ideas for future class projects.
1971 SCHOLARSHIP: Many of us at-
tended Dartmouth thanks to the gener-
osity of others. At the 2014 Homecom-
ing, the class voted to join the other great 
classes who have endowed class schol-
arships. If you have not yet contributed, 
please consider a check in any amount to 
Dave Brook’s attention, earmarked “1971 
Scholarship”.
GETTING TOGETHER: Special thanks 
to Pete Webster (Yellowstone), Jim Rager 
(Naples), Malcolm Jones (SF) and Rich-
ard Wooster (NYC) and their teams for 
the class gatherings they ran in the last 
3 months ... and please put the Oct 9-10 
Homecoming on your Must Do schedule 
as we take Yale to School. 10-0 Anyone?
--Peter.
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to hear from you. Please send 
suggestions or comments to us.

Naples Weekend festivities
One of the true highlights of the ’71 weekend: A cocktail party and 
elegant buffet dinner at the home of Jim and Yola Rager.
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Please save the dates:  
 45th Reunion  June 16-19, 2016

Left to right, front row: Ilene Greenberg, Sandi Blodgett, Aileen Potter, Marsha Pratt, Susan 
Edson, Lisa Lider, Janet Rosa, Diane Burnett, Yola Rager,  Carol Buckley, Holly Wysocki.
Second row: Peter Pratt, Malcolm Jones, Bonnie Totman, Simon Potter, Tony Fitzpatrick, Jack 
Burnett, Michael Fay, Mickey Stuart. Back row: Michael Maynard, Mark Totman, Richard Wal-
lace ‘70, Bob Lider, Jerry O’Brien, George Jacoby, Marguerite O’Brien, Dave Edson.

On April 12,  Team Zrike led all groups 
in the MS Walk in Boston, collecting 
$23,000 , about 40% of which came from 
Class of ‘71 contributions.  “Unfortunate-
ly, I was unable to attend,”  Steve writes, 
“because I am undergoing therapy at 
Spaulding Rehab Hospital. As I move 
forward in my fight against MS, I am 
strengthened by the kindness and sup-
port of all my Dartmouth friends.”  

Steve visited at the hospital by 
classmate Dave Brooks.

Thursday:  Golf,  Sonoma Club
Welcome dinner, TBD

 Friday  morning: Wine Tour
10 am:  Tasting  and tour at Gloria 
Ferrer Caves & Vineyards.   

Then at about noon:  a 
tour/tasting and lunch at  Buena Vista 
Winery, the oldest commercial winery 
in California.  
 

Friday afternoon: free
Late afternoon options: 
Olive oil tasting, Sonoma Plaza, OR
Bourbon tasting, Prohibition Spirits

Dinner: Saddles Restaurant at MacAr-
thur Place, featuring Sojurn Wines;
Trustee Richard Kimball ‘78 joins us.

Saturday  9:30 am:  Private tour of the 
Richard Diebenkorn  Exhibit (Abstract ex-
pressionism and figurative art movement) 
at the Sonoma Valley Museum of Art
 11:30 am:  Wine Maker’s panel fol-
lowed by lunch (details to come)

Saturday Late Afternoon:    
Glen Ellen:  Tour of studio and home of 
artist Doug Fenn Wilson D ’75.   We’ll then 
travel to Jack London State Historic Park 
for  “The True History of  Jack London.”
 6:00 p.m. Dinner and a show. A catered 
outdoor picnic dinner, followed by...
“Broadway Under the Stars – Rhythm of 
Life” presented by Transcendence Theatre 
Company.  

Sunday:  Easy 2.5 mile hike, Sonoma Over-
look Trail. Farewell brunch: Location TBD

MacArthur Place:   Thursday night $269,  Fri/Saturday 
nights $425/night.  2 night minimum. 10 rooms held.  
Contact Linda Clark, 707 933-3179 or linda@macarthur-
place.com reference “Dartmouth.”

Inn at Sonoma:    Inn has a 3 night minimum. 
Avg/night $312 incl. breakfast.  5 rooms held.   
 To reserve, contact Malcolm, who will change the 
reservation name; then call the Inn; 707 939-1340

Recommended Lodging (other lodging is available)

Afternoon: Free time to explore Sono-
ma’s historical plaza. 

NB: Classes of ‘70 and ‘72 invited 

Homecoming  (vs. Yale)  October 9-10

Virtual Mini Reunion June 20; “What are you doing today?”  details to comePlease update your contact
information, by clicking on:
http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/von/
directory



 
and learn what’s hot and what’s not. Where the 
emerging market is, where the established market 
is. I’m out there meeting and talking to new people. 
You have to keep figuring it out and that is exciting. 
Even dealing with downturns is interesting. I learned 
how to do that too.  Each downturn is different and 
requires creativiy and agility to work through the 
crisis. I enjoy the challenge of it all.

What did you learn at Dartmouth that has made a 
difference in business?

When I went to Dartmouth, I didn’t know how big 
the world was. Going to Dartmouth  opened my 
mind and enlarged my world. I began to think on a 
larger scale.

 
Have you been very involved with Dartmouth?

I have been very involved. I was president of the 
Alumni Council. I’ve served on search committees 
and nominating boards. I’ve given generously to the 
school. I have a debt of gratitude to Dartmouth, and  
I’ve been working my whole life to pay it off. But I’m 
not as involved now. But I still have a warm spot in 
my heart for the College. My older son graduated 
from Dartmouth. He is following my lead.

I loved Dartmouth, and I cherish all the people I 
met there.  It wasn’t the professors. It was  about my 
classmates and felow students. What their ambitions 
were. What their politics were. What inspired  them.  

What do you think about football at Dartmouth 
and football in general? 

I think the Dartmouth program is in pretty good 
shape. Buddy Teevens has some good players, and 
he’s got some mojo going. I hope to get to Hanover 
for a game this year.

I still care about football. I’m Vice Chairman of the 
National Football Foundation, the organization in 
charge of supporting all the good things about col-
lege football and the College Football Hall of Fame. I 

was chairman of the building committee for the new 
College Football Hall of Fame in Atlanta.

Was there a special moment in your football career 
at Dartmouth?

There were many special moments in my football ca-
reer. My senior year, we won them all. I’m in the Col-
lege Football Hall of Fame because I was on a great 
football team. I made All American because I was on 
a great football team. Being a part of that great team 
has provided me with many wonderful memories.
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The ’71 Interview:  Murry Bowden
Football Star, Successful Real Estate Entrepreneur, Loyal Alum

 Any final thoughts?

Upon reflection, my Dartmouth experience played 
an extraordinary role in my life. It provided me the 
opportunity to learn and socialize with some of the 
most talented and extraordinary people in our coun-
try. That association provided me with the insight 
into what it takes to compete in this world and set me 
up to meet those challenges ahead. I am forever grate-
ful for the opportunity to be a part of Dartmouth 
College.

I grew up on a ranch in west Texas, and people there 
are independent. I sort of stayed that way my whole 
life. I never worked for anybody. When I look back, I 
realize that the relationships I had at Dartmouth and 
in business were important. But the most important 
relationship you can have is with your family. I’ve 
been married to the same woman for 42 years, and 
she has just been awesome.

He wore jersey number 10. Rover back, captain  and 
inspirational leader of Dartmouth’s undefeated 1970 
football team. He was the very rare Ivy League player 
to be named first team All American and has been 
inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame. Today 
Murry Bowden is one of the nation’s most successful 
apartment developers, a civic leader in Houston, and a 
big fan and supporter of Dartmouth College. 
Frank Anton caught up with Murry recently. Below are 
excerpts from that conversation.

 Were you heavily recruited to play college football?

I talked to SMU. But my high school coach told me 
if I went to an Ivy League school I’d be an all star my 
sophomore year. That sounded 
good. So I applied to Dartmouth 
and Yale. I was accepted at both. 
On my visit to Yale, George W. 
Bush showed me around, took 
me to a fraternity party.  He was 
from west Texas, and I was from 
west Texas. So they put us to-
gether. He told me I should go 
to Yale. But Dartmouth was  a 
great place , if you liked reading 
poetry alone on Saturday nights.  
So I went to Dartmouth. In any 
case I was really excited about 
the whole idea of going East to 
school. I didn’t know if I’d make 
it, but I liked the idea.

It’s June, 1971. Our graduation. Did you have a 
clear idea of what you wanted to do next?

When I graduated, I went and played in a college all-
star game. It was my adios to college football. I had 
no desire to play pro football. I was thinking about 
working for a year then going to law school.

Which is what you did?

Yes. I graduated from the University of Texas law 
school in 1975, got together with some friends and 

 started a law firm in Austin. About a year later I was 
back home in Snyder, Texas and a banker there told me 
they needed rental housing in west Texas. He asked me 
if I knew somebody who could build apartments. I told 
him I could do it. I got loan for $725,000 and built 48 
units. I remember every detail about that deal. 

Did you have building in your blood?

Not at the time.

But that’s how your real estate career started?

Yes.  After completing my first apartment project, I 
moved to Houston in 1978 and did some oil and gas 

leasing, brokering and legal work. In 1982 
I formed the Hanover Company and built 
a 117-unit apartment complex. Since then 
I’ve built 45,000 units, including13,000 
units that I either own or am currently 
developing. I’m active in 13 markets, mostly 
in Texas, Boston, Washington, DC and Cal-
ifornia. About 90 percent of what I’m doing 
is in urban areas, and it includes everything 
from wood-framed garden-style apartments 
to 40-story high rises.

I build apartments and eventually sell them. 
I’m a deal guy, an entrepreneur. I work with 
institutional investor partners. They typi-
cally want to hold onto a project for five to 
seven years. I decide what to buy and build 

and how long to hold based on the business cycle. For 
example, right now DC is down a little, LA and Seattle 
are just coming on and San Francisco is peaking.

Do you plan to keep working?

Yes. My two sons work with me in the business. I’m 
chairman and CEO, one son is the chief investment of-
ficer and the other is COO. Working with them is really 
my great pleasure in life.

I love what I do. You’re always learning something. 
About finance. About building and design. About new 
markets. Figuring it all out is exciting. I go into cities 

J. Murry Bowden Bio:

Dartmouth ‘71
Captain, undefeated 1970 Dartmouth football team
First Team All American, College Football  Hall of 
Fame,
 JD, University of Texas Law School
Founder, Chairman, CEO, The Hanover Company
Home: Houston



Class of 1971 Survey: How Digital Are You?

Even though the vast majority of members 
of the class say they spent little time at Kiewit 
between 1967-1971 (Dartmouth was, you know, 
one of the first colleges or universities to have a 
computer center) and admit that they still have 
roadmaps in their cars, dictionaries on their 
bookshelves and landline phones at home, most 
rate their technology IQ as relatively high and 
see technology on balance as a positive force in 
the workplace and at home.
 In a nutshell, that sums up the results of the 
latest class survey, which was completed by more 
than 125 classmates. Other findings of note are:
 -The class is wired; between 75% to 90% of ‘71s 
have laptop and desktop computers, a smart 
phone and a tablet of one sort or another. (On 
the other hand, only one has an Apple watch, and 
it’s not me.)
 -Use of email, Google and handheld phones 
stops short of addiction but is certainly wide-
spread. (On the other hand only a small number 
shoot selfies, post photos or play games online.)
 -Not many classmates consider themselves early 
adopters of new technology. (On the other hand 
not very many think of themselves as being out 
of touch with what’s going on with technology.)
 -Privacy concerns are not a big issue with most. 
(Yet, most think technology has significantly 
improved interaction with family and friends.)
 More than 40 classmates submitted written re-
sponses to the survey. Here there were extremes 
of opinion. For example, one classmate com-
mented, “Anyone who doesn’t think technology 
is positive is a Luddite,” while another wrote, 
“technology isolates people and makes them illit-
erate and stupid.” All in all by about a 2 to 1 mar-
gin, the comments included something negative 
about the effect of technology. The negative effect 
most often cited was that technology increased 
isolation, a point of view perhaps most succinct-
ly and eloquently captured by this comment: “I 
miss the stories around the campfire.”
 Got to go now. Have to check my email.    

--Frank Anton
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•	 Google, et al., has made us a lot smarter -- better and 

quicker decisions
•	  Has promoted the spread of misinformation and opin-

ion as fact.
•	 Technology enables people to accelerate doing what-

ever they have done in the past. If you liked to gossip 
you use Facebook, if you liked to do research you 
Google instead of going to the library, if you liked to 
buy things you buy them on-line instead of going to 
the store

•	 Access to pornography by adolescent males is a serious 
problem. another topic: there is too much ranting and 
raving and short bursts of information and not enough 
thinking and analysis.  

•	 My fountain pen is almost out of ink so this will be 
brief. I think..

 
•	 It is currently slowing productivity in practice of 

medicine. It has created addictive models for chil-
dren that has negatively modified brain function. It 
is also amazingly useful. The trick is harnessing the 
usefulness without creating the addictions.

•	 Personally, it is fascinating to be involved in the 
newer technologies although I have drawn the line 
at Facebook!

•	 Cell phone use in times when people should be 
talking and listening to each other is a huge cultural 
drag. Witness at any restaurant!

•	 I use what I like and reject what I think is stupid or 
will compromise my privacy--so I’m happy with the 
positive influences

•	   Facebook has allowed me to make closer friends of 
acquaintances. For that, I’m grateful.

 When you were at Dartmouth, how much time did you 
spend at Kiewit? (124 responses)

Never heard of it

My home away 
from home

How would you rate your technology IQ?

Village idiot

Einstein-like

Are you an early adopter of new technology?

No way

  Oh yes

Do you have any of the following products?

Road maps in 
your car?

Landline  
telephones

Print 
dictionary

Non-digital 
camera

Wall 
calendar

Hard copy 
daily planner

Laptop computer

Desktop com-

Tablet

Smartphone

Flip phone

Tibit-type device

iWatch

Smart TV

Freak out if you forget hand-held phone?

Oh please Panic attack Oblivious Paranoid

Worried technology compromises privacy?

Comments from classmates      Just 10 of 45 responses:

Technology improved work productivity?

No difference Enormously so

10%

20%

15%

25%

15%

25%
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Winter Adventure: Yellowstone

A Class of ‘71 Chronicle    By  Marsha Pratt
    “An absolutely fabulous ’71 mini” said Malcom 
Jones, reflecting the consensus of 19 classmates, 
spouses and friends who shared a magical trek into 
the wonders of Yellowstone National Park in Feb-
ruary.  Converging from both coasts into Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming, they spent a merry first evening at 
the log-constructed Headwaters Inn at the South en-
trance to the park.  After an early morning spotting 
of a pair of moose by “moose magnets” Willis New-
ton and Michael Maynard, the group huddled into 
a pair of bright yellow wheel-less bombardiers with 
ski treads to wind their way deep into Yellowstone 
toward The Snow Lodge.  Judy McElnea, spotted tak-
ing a photo op through the roof hatch, was voted Ma-
dame Bombardier by the troupe.   (See  photo below.)

 
Tom Loucks ’71, geologist,  provided a roadmap to ap-
preciate the park by emailing the explorers  a spectac-
ular 42-page  power point on the geological context of 
Yellowstone including plate tectonics, a two-million-
year volcanic history and thermal features including 
geysers, mud pots, hot springs, fumaroles and traver-
tine terraces.  He shared research by two members of 
the class of ’85, Jake Lowenstern (Scientist-in-Charge, 
Yellowstone Volcanic Observatory) and Terry Plank, 
(Professor, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory.) 
Based at Snow Lodge, the group spent four days ex-
ploring the winterscape up close on skis, snow shoes, 
yak tracks and snowmobiles.  At group dinners, all 
recounted tales of bison, coyotes, bald eagles, trum-
pet swans and fresh tracks of wolves and bears.

 

Malcom said “when Willis, Michael and I were 
tramping around the geyser field, Willis looked 
around and remarked ‘Hey guys this is our own 
private Yellowstone.’  Later, after having been met 
by roaring soaring 
geysers at every turn, 
Michael said ‘We’ve 
got to find this guy
who seems to be hid-

ing in the woods with 
a remote control and 
turns on the geysers 
just as we approach’.”

Dinner conversations were rich with recollections.  
Willis Newton and Don Eberly recalled amazing 
stories as undergrads with details as if they hap-
pened yesterday including a hair-raising story of a 
Saturday night drive back up 91 to Hanover through 
Bellows Falls.  Pete Webster, the mastermind of the 
trip, cordially provided the wine for the final eve-
ning for all.  The Yellowstone winter retreat was a 
time to connect with a special place and friends.

  Greg and Gail Fell’s lifetime friend, Sarah Green-
wood, reported that when hiking with Brian 
Barron and Greg’s sister, Karen Clift, “We liter-
ally ran into three male bison on the trail. Kar-
en immediately texted her kids who live outside 
Jackson and understand the wildlife. Her son 
said, ‘tell Mom to back away-this is not a zoo.’”

Willis Newton, Malcolm Jones.

Photo at  left: Jeff McElnea, Peter Pratt, Judy McElnea,Mal-
colm Jones, Marsha Pratt, Willis Newton, Michael Maynard


