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Turning 65 in Naples, Florida...and Celebrating
 

Fishing, golf,  boat cruises, great food, drink, and camaraderie. A total of 43 classmates, 
spouses and family enjoyed the hospitality of Jim and Yola Rager in sunny Naples, Florida 
during Masters Weekend April 10-13, in celebration of our 65th Birthday. Bob and Lisa Lid-
er won the prize for greatest distance traveled, jetting in from Singapore - liking Jim’s setup 
so well that they spent Friday evaluating home purchases. David Edson provided individ-
ual awards of a dozen glasses engraved with the great 1971 football team’s season; one of 
which went to team quarterback Jim Chasey, now back from New Zealand and working with 
classmate Murry Bowden’s Hanover Company in Texas.  In the category of major awards, 
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President’s Letter
“Looking Forward”
  
   
   From classmate Willie Bogan to 
David Levy these newsletters are 
bringing our class alive to me, with 
the in depth interviews so ably con-
ducted by our editor Bernie Wysocki. 
This edition brings us full circle from 
David’s disturbing question posed 
at graduation of what really is the 
purpose of life to his answers to that 
question today.
   Frank Anton has given us the gift 
of a professional poll of our class and 
where we stand on retirement. The 
huge response rate to this poll is re-
markable, but no less so than some of 
the insightful comments you provided 
on retirement   Frank will be putting 
his ‘finger on our pulse’ on future 
topics.
   The poll asked ‘what The Class of 
71 can do for you?’  Overwhelming-
ly classmates cited a desire to renew 
friendships through class gatherings. 
Towards that, your executive commit-
tee voted to celebrate turning 65 in 3 
locations.
   Jim and Yola Rager treated us like 
royalty in Naples, as 43 classmates and 
significant others will attest. Birthday 
celebration # 2 in SF will be equally 
special, including a panel featuring 
classmates Mike Ross and Ron Harris.
   Birthday celebration # 3 in Hanover 
during Homecoming will be looking 
forward, to how our four class proj-
ects address class priorities, how we 
engage and communicate as a class, 
and how we recognize excellence … 
among the agenda items. 
   I am struck by how many of you 
manage ‘to be excellent every day’. 
It is a privilege to serve as your class 
president.
- Peter

The ‘Turning 65’  Party Continues... in San Francisco 
 Hosts: Malcolm Jones, Willis Newton, Sam Cuddeback        July 24-27 
 Contact Malcolm for details: mjones@trinitypartners.us

 A Weekend of Sailing, 
Tours, Special Events
Our 3rd annual Bay area 1971 
mini reunion in July is shaping 
up as a terrific weekend, start-
ing with Thursday night dinner 
at Olympic Club;  Friday wine 
tour, and then a special presen-
tation on Entrepreneuriship and 
Innovation at the Drew School, 
where Sam Cuddeback is Head 
of School.  Saturday morning 
will feature a docent-led tour  
of the de Young museum,then 
an afternoon Sail the Bay with 
Classmate Anthony Sandberg 
aboard an 82’ schooner, fol-
lowed by cocktails at the New-
tons’, then a dinner;  and a ball 
game on Sunday, where the 
details are to the right.
  We are collaborating with the 
classes of ‘70 and ‘72, for the 
weekend and with the local 
Dartmouth alumni clubs for the 
Friday presentation/panel and 
the Saturday  Sail the Bay.
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The Newsletter editors would like 
to hear from you. Please send 
suggestions or comments to us.

JW Marriott:   $309    
This is a special Dartmouth ‘71 class 
reunion rate:  Call 415 771 8600 or ask 
Malcolm for the online web link.
Address:  515 Mason St.

Thursday 6 p.m.
Class of ’71 at 
Olympic Club on 
Post St. 

Friday: Day
Wine Country Tour or
City Walking Tours

Friday evening:
Special Presentation 
at the Drew School
Ron Harris ’71, Mike 
Ross ’71, Dan Cooper-
man ’72 are panelists. 

Saturday 8:45 a.m.
 De Young Museum
Docent Tour: 

Saturday 1 p.m.
“Sail the Bay’ 
aboard 82-foot schooner
“Seaward.”

Saturday 8 p.m.
Dinner at Perry’s on Union St.
Perry Butler ‘64 is the owner 
of this wonderful hangout.

Saturday 6 p.m.
Reception,  home of Peggy 
and Willis Newton in
Pacific Heights

5/2/14 1:19 PMGoogle Maps

Page 1 of 1https://www.google.com/maps/@37.7256639,-122.4412049,11z

Map data ©2014 Google 2 mi 

5/2/14 3:50 PMCall of the Sea - Gallery

Page 1 of 2http://www.callofthesea.org/our-vessel/gallery.php

Vessel Gallery

Sunday: Noon
AT&T Park for the 1:05 game between the San Francisco Giants 
and the Los Angeles Dodgers.   Club level seats, limited number

Suggested Lodging:
Handlery Union Square:  $239  Call  415-
781-7800 (don’t use their 800 number) or 
email reservation-sf@handlery.com
Address: 351 Geary St

Front Row, Martha Shanahan, Judy McElnea, Jeff McElnea, Tony Fitzpatrick, Pete 
Reugger,  Liz Wooster, Irene Strapko, Peter Pratt. Back row: Dave Brooks, Bob Peters, 
Greg Fell, John Colangelo, Bill Kennedy, Richard Wooster, John Shanahan, Thornton 
Jenness,  Rob Olson,  Bernie Wysocki, Tom Jackson, Craig Shallcross.

New York Dinner 
Classmates, and wives, gathered at the Yale Club on April 29th 

Michael Maynard Receives Kemeny Award
One of the true highlights of the ‘71 weekend in Naples Florida:
Peter Pratt surprising everyone, including Michael, by honoring him 
for many years of outstanding service to the College and the Class.

Reminder:
Mini-Reunion/Homecoming
Hanover  October 17-19

mailto:mjones%40trinitypartners.us?subject=


The Newsletter caught up recently with David, 
our Valedictorian. Following is an edited tran-
script.

Why did you pick Dartmouth?

I went to Stuyvesant High School, which is one 
of New York’s famous math and science high 
schools. I didn’t even apply to MIT because I 
didn’t want an extension of high school. I wanted 
to go where I would get a broader, liberal educa-
tion. 
 Dartmouth and MIT had the cutting edge digital 
technologies of the time, called time-sharing, 
and that was part of the reason I went to Dart-
mouth.  
I loved Dartmouth aca-
demically and intellectu-
ally -- the small class siz-
es, the great professors. 
And it was unbelievable 
that I got to be one of the 
kids running Kiewit, the 
computer center, while I 
was still a teenager. I got 
to work with John Ke-
meny.
You know, I was an odd-
ball at Dartmouth. I was 
a nerdy kid from New 
York City.  I had gone to Stuyvesant. I couldn’t do 
anything athletic to save my life. I think that set 
the tone for those four years, and also contrib-
uted to some of the frustration I gave voice to in 
my valedictory. I was having a great time intel-
lectually, but I was hopeless socially and didn’t 
know how to meet girls. 
Socially things changed my senior year. I did 
finally have a serious girlfriend. That really 
changed things for the better.   

What was John Kemeny like, as a teacher, as a 
person?

 I never spent time with him socially, but I took 
math classes from him and worked with him at 

The ‘71 Interview: David Levy
On Dartmouth, Kemeny, Information Overload, His Valedictory

Kiewit.  He was remarkable, one of the two best 
teachers I’ve ever had.  He would take the class 
through a math proof. And at the end the class 
would laugh, a laugh of delight. It was beautiful.
At times I did talk with him one on one. He had 
the most remarkable concentration. It was the 
first time I ever experienced talking with some-
body whose concentration was so strong. At that 
moment, you felt that you were his entire world, 
which was itself quite wonderful.
 And then, around my valedictory. Remember, he 
was president.

You showed him your address ahead of time?

I had shown my valedictory to the administration. 
There were no sur-
prises. Kemeny had 
a talk with me. He 
said ‘I don’t agree 
with what you are 
saying, but I showed 
it to my daughter and 
it meant a lot to her.  
You are trying to say 
something here.’ And 
he was very respect-
ful.  It was controver-
sial, of course.  
Years later, in the 

preface to my book, “Scrolling Forward,” I briefly 
talked about the experience. “I was mad at society 
and at the elitism of my school. I was unhappy 
with my life, and detested being told that the un-
dergraduate years were the best years of my life. 
I was searching for meaning.” Letters poured in, 
from all over the country. Some were quite hostile, 
and with good reason.  One alum referred to it as 
“pissing in the champagne.”

What did you do next?

I graduated in June of ‘71.  I decided not to go to 
graduate school right away. I spent part of the year 
after graduation in France. I spent January through 
July (in Lyon, France) teaching and helping to 

build a simple time-sharing system on a French 
mini-computer. I had a blast. I got to drink Beaujo-
lais, exercise my French and do some programming.

In 1972 you entered Stanford.

I entered  in fall of ‘72  to study computer science 
with a specialization in artificial intelligence (AI).  
But as I got more involved in the AI of that period 
I became more uncomfortable with some of its as-
sumptions about what it meant to be human. 
Kemeny didn’t think that AI was the future of com-
puting. In some ways he was right on the mark. He 
thought a more symbiotic relationship between 
computer and person was the better direction.
While at Stanford I was lucky enough to be a re-
search intern at Xerox Palo Alto Research Center 
(Xerox PARC) when the personal computer was be-
ing invented.  It was a very exciting, electric place. 

But…

Even before I finished the PhD, I had begun ques-
tioning the hard core techie side. I was searching 
for a more embodied and contemplative way of 
being in the world.  I decided that on finishing my 
PhD, I wanted to study calligraphy and bookbind-
ing. The only program in the English speaking 
world was in London, at the Roehampton Institute. 
I spent two wonderful years there, but at the end, I 
realized I wasn’t going to become a full-time callig-
rapher.
 
So what happened next?

I moved back to California and took a position at a 
Silicon Valley startup, Symantec. After six months 
there, I realized that the eighty-hour work weeks 
weren’t going to sustain me or my contemplative 
aspirations. I returned to Xerox PARC and spent the 
next 20 years in a wonderful, interdisciplinary envi-
ronment, with anthropologists, psychologists and 
philosophers, in a genuine, honest-to-God think 
tank.  

And you began contemplating information over-
load and such.
In 1995 I wrote my first paper on that subject. The 
title was, “I’m Not Here Right Now to Take Your 
Call.” 
 And then in 2000 I moved to my first academic job, 

at the University of Washington.

You have thought, written and spoken deeply on 
the digital age and the effects of email.

A long time ago I choose email as an example to 
look at, because people were standing around the 
virtual water cooler complaining about all the 
emails they had to deal with. I started looking at 
the problematic side of it and trying to understand 
where the problems came from and what we could 
do about it. I began to see email as a manifestation 
of our accelerating, out-of-control culture. And I be-
gan to explore, in my research and teaching, what a 
more contemplative response would look like.

David Levy at Dartmouth.       By permission The Dartmouth Inc.   copyright 2014
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Home: Seattle
Professor, Information School, University of Wash-
ington
Valedictorian at Dartmouth, Class of 1971
PhD in Computer Science, Stanford University 1979 
 Xerox Palo Alto Research Center until 1999
Author: Scrolling Forward: Making Sense of Docu-
ments in the Digital Age (Arcade, 2001)

How do you handle the digital overload? 

I do take a day off a week (from digital communica-
tion.) My wife is a rabbi, a Reform rabbi at a con-
gregation here in Seattle. We have our own Sabbath 
from Friday evening until Saturday evening, and as 
part of that I stay off line. 

What about Dartmouth?  

 The first time was when my niece Sarah graduated 
from Dartmouth, just last year. Captain of the tennis 
team, in a sorority, a very different experience than 
I had. I was not sure what it was going to be like, 
after more than 30 years of not visiting. And I found 
it very easy. I had to pinch myself a little bit, walk-
ing across the campus. It actually felt natural and 
comfortable to be there, after all these years. 
Then I was invited back this fall in my professional 
capacity. To give a lecture at Dartmouth entitled 
“No Time to Think.” 
See the video at www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9x-
L832M-uw
That was a wonderful experience as well. I do feel 
that I am re-engaging, and feel a fondness for and 
gratitude for the place that allowed me to learn so 
much. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DG9xL832M-uw


The Class of 1971 Survey: On Work, Life, Leisure

 The class of ‘71 is turning old pretty grace-
fully. That’s a conclusion drawn from a 
survey of our classmates about how they 
felt about turning 65. For the most part the 
almost 200 respondents to the survey said 
turning 65 was not a big deal and they felt 
both financially secure and in  good shape 
physically.

Only about 30% of the class is fully retired, 
and those who are couldn’t be happier: 80% 
indicated they were “enjoying every minute” 
of their retirement. Of those still working, 
55% are working full time and 15% are 
working part-time. Most of those still work-
ing said they were doing so both because 
they wanted to and had to. In addition, the 
majority of those working either full or 
part-time expect to retire within 5 years. 
However 9% of those surveyed indicated 
they never plan to retire. Go figure.

In addition to indicating that they were en-
joying retirement, a majority of the retired 
among us said they were involved in doing 
good deeds, traveling and pursuing hobbies. 
Of those still working, about one in four 
were still working hard: more than 50 hours 
a week.

When asked if the Class of ‘71 could pro-
vide any services of value at this time, many 
said they’d enjoy more opportunities to 
reconnect with old Dartmouth friends and 
classmates.

If you’d like to see full survey results, email 
your request to fanton@hanleywood.com.     
 
 --Frank Anton
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Still working full 
time 
56% Working 

part-time 
15% 

Retired 
29% 

Describe your current employment situation 

If retired, how  are you spending  your time?
Mostly relaxing, smelling the roses     50%

Involved in good deeds (e.g. volunteering, charitable work)                63%

Attending classes or other kinds of education                                        20%

Traveling extensively                                                                                  57%

Pursuing a fairly serious exercise regimen                                              41%

Playing wth my grandchildren     48%

Pursuing hobbies       65%

Playing lots of sports       33%

A sampling of comments:

•	 Turning 65 seemed to come around very quickly and I still can’t quite believe my age.
•	 In the circles I’m in people seem to be working to about 70 on the average, not 65 any lon-

ger, because they enjoy it. 
•	 They say that age is just a number, but when you suddenly qualify for Medicare it feels a 

little different.
•	 I planted a blue spruce in the middle of my front yard, hopeful that I can see it reach 30 

foot height which will take 30 years. If I do not get to see that, I have been and am blessed 
in countless ways.   

Turning 65: No Big Deal?
200 Classmates Weigh In

When do you expect to retire? 

In less than a year 

In 1 to 3 years 

In 3 to 5 years 

In 5 - 10 years 

In more than 10 years 

Never 

When do you expect to fully retire? 

In less than a year 

In 1 to 3 years 

In 3 to 5 years 

In 5 - 10 years 

In more than 10 years 

Never 
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I'm enjoying 
every minute of 

it 

I find that I'm 
too often bored 

I wish I'd retired 
even sooner 

I think I should 
have kept 
working 

I'm trying to 
figure out what 
to do with my 

time 

I'm still 
ambivalent 
about my 
decision 

Which of the following statements describes your state of mind (check all that apply) 

On a scale of 1 to 7, how would you 
rate your overall health and wellness?

On a scale of 1 to 7, how would you 
rate your sense of financial security?
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Michael Maynard was presented 
with the Class of 1971 John G. 
Kemeny Award for Distinguished 
Service to Class and Dartmouth. 
Jim and Yola feted the class with 
a Thursday Welcome Dinner and 
Sunday Goodbye Brunch in their 
beautiful home. In between they 
hosted us in Class Banquets at the 
Golf Club of Naples and Hamil-
ton Harbor Yacht Club, where we 
were serenaded by Emmy winning 
singer Jim Salestrom ... oh, and 
there was golf, fishing, boat tours 
to San Marco Island for brunch 
... the “Class” of 71 had a party to 
remember. 
     **********            *********** 
The next installment of the 65th 
party will be in San Francisco July 
24-27 where we will be hosted by 
Sam Cuddeback, Willis Newton 
and Malcolm Jones. 

Celebrating in Naples...continued from Page One
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Front row:  Dave Edson, Holly Wysocki, Marsha Pratt, Julie Fitzpatrick,  Marguerite O’Brien, Judy 
Oxman, Deb Smith, Yola Rager,  Diane Burnett, Serena Jones, Peter Pratt. Second row:  Susan Edson, 
Bernie Wysocki, Jerry O’Brien, Carol Buckley, Mike Fay, Tom Oxman, Vance Smith, Jim Rager, John 
Colangelo. Top row: Kirk Jones, Ed Hanley, Tony Fitzpatrick, Bobbie Kelcourse, Jim Chasey, Denise 
Colangelo,  Jack Burnett.

Jim Rager, our host, tells an im-
probable fish story; Serena Jones 
listens attentively.

Dave Edson supplied great mugs,
with the Dartmouth football 
schedule etched in the glass.
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